Test purpose and test response in psychiatric patients and "normal" students.
The paper reports two experiments concerned with the effects of instructions on personality and self-report symptom measures. The first experiment investigated whether newly referred psychiatric patients respond differently according to whether they believe the questionnaires are being completed for research purposes or as part of a diagnostic procedure. Experiment II examined similar instructional effects with "normal" student Ss. Students either were told that the questionnaires were for research purposes or that they were part of a psychiatric screening procedure. Results showed that females in both groups reported more symptoms and had higher neuroticism scores than males. Instructions had no significant effect. It was concluded that such measures may be less sensitive to test-taking bias than often is assumed.